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„ Some of them ſyake for him. 

U. Silat. takes counſel of ancient Lawyers, cc. 

v. Nitedemus ſpes ks to Plate for N 

| . Certain Jews ſhe w Pilate the Miracles which Chil had 

655 t& ſome of thent;- /. © : 

5 ah. Commands that no villain ſhould por. him to ts jt 

but only Knights. __ 

5 Oentfir is tells Pilate of the Wonders that were dons 4 
{Chriſt's paſſion ; and '6f ihe fie Cloth of Syndinia, 

bis The Jews conſpire. abainft Nicodernus and Joſeph. 


2 Oe of the Knights that kept the Sepulches of out 
Lord, came and. told ihe Maſter. of the 2 hat out 
ee was.gone into .Gallilee, | 


res wee who came from qaliust to Jeruſalem, 45 they | 


The "Jews hills e ght Men who were 3s ( ph Friends,” 
ö I PI GE 


"10 deſire him 10 Come 10 

Au. J. pb tells of divers dead Men riſen, eſpecially of. 
Simons Ns. Gar ius and CLericius. | 
Kin. 1 ng and Joſeph tell Pila.e alf that thoſe two Mew i 
ſhed a0 how, ie, weed with the n 'of 
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ACTS, | Chap, He" er a doe.o 
thy a Mit approved of Gop among 
y, by Aliracles, and W onders, and Signs, wbich God 
- ial by bim in the Midft of you, es ye yourſelves aife 
_ know: Him, bein; delivered by the determinate Counſel 
and Knowledge of God, ye bare cracthed and Jain. 


JUR 
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TORASMUCH as the moſt part of men, learned in 

the holy Scriptures, and the moſt ancient holy fathers, in 
their writings, do commend ſuch, as be ſtudious therein, to 
love as well as to edify others, as alſo to comfort, con- i 
firt, and create their own minds, with increaſe of virtu- i 
ous [tady, and godly living. = 


I therefore, upon ſome conſideration, do the like (altho' 
gnworthy to join with the reſt) finding an ancient hiftory of 
the paſſion of ogr Lord JE+Us CHRIST, and alſo of bis 
Reſur te ction and Aſcention, written by Nicodermes; a' ruler 
of the Jews, ho came to Jeſus be night, and learned the 
myſteries of our faith from aur bleſſed Savious's own mouth, 
as the goſpel of St John doth more plainly declare; and was / 
preſent among the Jews (yet not conſenting to his death; 
hut earneſtly ſpeaking againſt the device of them” as much 
a8 in bim lay, w* ep hey accuſed him before Pare, who 
was the chief prefident of Fewry, under the emperor Tiberius 
of Rome, which hiſtory being tarflated jnto, Epglifh, and 


by proc eſs of time, and negſigence of the printers, much 
portupted, and altered in ſome places, as ene. word. for aue 
other; fome part of the hiftary being ſet too ſqan, which 
would have been ſpoken or wri:ten after. 


| 1 thought good, for my comfort, partly to avoid idle- 
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Soſpel of Nicodemus. 
— 15+: * „ 1.7 


N ²ẽ ͤ 


| Tz was in the nineteenth year of the Lignioriry of Tiberiu: 


he fourth year of the | ſon of Vell 
| Rome, and Olympias had been "efore ewo hundred years and 


* . READER | 


| authority as the other four principal goſ] ls are, yet ſhall 


ye not find init ahy thing that is contrary io any of the 
reſt, but ſuch as may be rather for the augmentation of our 
Faith than otherwiſe : Yet I mean not that any perſon ſhould 


| gire ſach faithful credence. ty this hiſtory as to the other 


oly goſpels; {altho' many things may be as true as the 
reſt, but yet not of like authority) for our Saviour JFe/«: 


Cbriſt, as $ Jobs ſaith, did many. things which the Evay- 


geliſts wrote not; and therefore, though not of the like 

credit, yet they are not to be utterly refuſed. Where. 

fore, 6,4 pf no further to incomber yoy wich any longer 
5 | 


proceſs, I wiſh you all grace, and deſire your prayers tot 


me. | 
„ 21 Your humble Orator, 


JOHN WARREN, prieſ. 
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Cæſar, Fimperor of Rome, and in the Signiority of 
Pens | -0Me, a; 28 Signtortty of Herod, 
es Sr rs the ſor. of Herod, who was tha king of Galilee, 
She eighth Teland of April, whicy ie Thy 25th Day of March; 
om, who was conn/ellor of 


#wo:' As This time Joſeph and Annas were lords,above al 


| Juſtices of Paace, Mayors, and Jews, Nicodemus, who wa: 
2 worthy prince, did write this worthy biſtory in Hebrew; 
Theodoſius, the Emperor did tranſlate it out of Hebrew int 
Latin; rhe Biſhod Turpin did tranflare it our of Latin int! 


French. Hertupon enſued rhis blefsd Hiſtory; called Thi 
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Jeſus Chiiſt accuſed by the Jews before Pilate. © 


. . 
* 1 


N NAS, Caipas, Simeon, Datan, Gamaliel, Judas, 
Levy, Nerthalium, Alexander, Zarius, and many 
+ ner Jews came to Puaze, and acculed oor Lord 
Jej us Chrifl of many things, and thus they ſaid, 
We know well that he is the ſon of Fo/eph the 
carpenter, and was born of Mary: But he ſaich that he is 
God' s Son, fo a king and not only tha:, but the Sabbath- 
day. which is given for our eaſe and r:it, he brceakech, and 
> he will undo our laws. Pilate anſwered and ſaid, 
Far baris tha: he hath done; and how doth he break our 
RW Jaws 2 The Jews anſwered and ſaid, We have by our laws, 
| tharno.man ſhould do work on the Sabvath-day, and this 
Jeſus, with his falſe craft, healeth many ma'adies. as blind, 
Jame, crooked, and meazled; and thas be breaketh he 
Sabbath-day with his falſe eraf', 
pilate laid, How can ke do ſuch chings by evil working ? ? 

The Jews anlwergd, Bat he is an evil worker, and by the 
Prince of devils, (that's B-1z-bub) he calteth out devils. and | 
-thus through devils are all thoſe works done by him. Pilate F 
anſwered thus, Be that ye ſay Belzebub is prince of devils: | 
Js not he a devil ? ft was never. heard before this :ime, 
that a wan might do ſuch works by the devil, but by the 
virtue of God, 1 ſuppoſe he doth ſuch works and for the 
-common weal he bealeth al ſick, and for his well-doing 
ye accaſe him. Then the Jews anſwered, Sir, we pray 
' you that you would cauſe him to come before you, and you 
ſhall hear what he will ſv, Then Piace called a ſerjes. it, 
aud bad him bring Jeſus thither. Then went the ferjeant, 
and kneeled before him, and he caſt a cloth upon the groud, 
that he had in his hand, and faid to our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
Sir, go upon this cloath, for the juſtice would. ſpe⸗k with 
- you, - When the Jews ſaw ihe ſerjeant do ſuch worflyp un- 
10 our Lord, they cried unto Pilate, and ſaid, by comeſt 


„ 


— 


rann 


not this ſerjeant forth lightly with Jeſus; we fee he doth 
worſhip vnto him, as though he was a king, ani hath caſt his 
cloth before him Then Pilate called the ſerjeant, and faid 
- unto him, Why didit thou ſuch wo:fhip unto him ? The 
ſerjeant anſwered and ſaid, [ ſaw Jeſus come into Jeruſalem, 
u] on anals, and there I ſaw the prople ſpread cloaths upon 
the ground before him, and did bim reverence; and he 
| h@w-nt thereupon : then | ſaw another company ol coildren 
_ wich cranches aud flowers in their hands linging Hoſanne 
in extaſies: Bleſſed art thou that cometh in the name of the 


Lord. Then ſaid the Jews to the ſerjeant, The children, 
of the Hebrews fing Hebrew, and thou was born in Greec:, 


how anderſtandeſt thou Hebrew ? The lerjeanc anſwered, 
and ſaid, I ask: d an Hebrew, and he told it me. Then faid 
Pilate io the Jews, What is Hann? The Jews anſwers 
ed. It is o fay, Make me ſafe, Lord fave me Then ſaid 
Pilate td the Jews, Lo, yourſelves bear wi neis of the wor ds 
of y our own children, what hath then this ſerje ant mifdone, 
that ye blamed him hus without a cauſe ? Then ſaid Pilate 


to the \-rjrant, bring Jeſus before me, and look that thou 


— 
— 


bring him as it pleaſsth these 5 * 
Now he ſetjeaut wen#o our Lord Jeſus into the parlour, 
and did reverence aud worftip to him, ag he had done be- 
fore; and ſaid to our Lord Jeſys, My Lord, Pilate, the 
High Juſtice, will (peak with you; And as our Lord Jeſus 
ente tes into he parlour, there were ſe i eants that held maces 
in their hands, an at the coming of our Lord Jeſus; the 
Ma ces bo ved down to our Lord Jelas, upon which were 
images of gold, after ſorm of the Emperor. And when the 
. Jews ſaw the maces with the images bow down, and do re- 
verenre to our Lord God. then cried they out upon them 
that held the maces: and when Pilate ſaw that, he ſaid to 
Jews, marvel je not that the images upon the maces, 
which they hold in their hands, bow. down ; it ſeemeth to 
me, that without re on ye cry upon me. Then ſaid the 
Jews to Pilare, we ſee verily that they bowed down to him, 
2ad did reverence un to him. Then called vile the ſer⸗ 
jeavts to him, and ſaid to hem, Why let ye your maces bow 


downto Jaſus? And the ſerjeants anſwered, and ſaid, Sir, we 


be paynims and ſerjeants of the temple, but when Jefus came 
5 Leresce unto him. Then ſaid Nate to the matters of the 
: Ss : ; 3 r „ EY 3 18 . b 
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4, Eboole you of the moſt mighty men athobylt .you, 
2 him hold. thele maces, and then ſhall we Tee if they 
will bow. or not: When this was done Piiate commanded 
hem 2 hold the maces ſurcly, aud they he ſaid and ſwore 
% Ceſar, it that the, mages On 'the mates bowed” down 
ge e ſus cometh in, that they ſhould (ore fore think it. 

Pilate laid to the ſetjeunt, Whoſe hame was Aharta, Let 
aut the Lord Jeſus, and biing him as it pleaſeth©rhee: 
then went our Loid jelus out of the parlour, and Pilare 
calle . them tha: he'd the taaces, and fwore by the Might aud 
Height of Ceſar, Tha t way images bowed dowa whers 
that Jeſus came, in, he ou! {wie off their heads. Then 
commanded Pildie that Jeſss mould be brought in, and the 


ud ſerje Ant brought Binn in as He had done before: & hen that 


r- Neu Lord Jeſus catered 1676 the pailour, the images bowed 
id I down, and 40 reve: chee to dür 1 like as they had dene 
ds belore : : And hen Lr . 32% 


wy ale i, bo 1 2 FA bin, 154 5 hat 1 ve 
4. 4 4 ah. : 


As ſbon as Filled had 1050 the lette er, be faſdeo al 1 the 
SJ Sirs, ye kaow Well thar y wife is a beathin; and 
| e know ſhe. bath edified many of Tout ſynagogües; ſhe 


endeth i you, that ſhe Knowerh this man to be Liahredus, 
for much xc! ala 66 ynd _— hallf the fuffettd bis figbr 
or bim. id” the Jett t Bien, Have We nor 
wh thee he'is is "an evil. 4 
eh Devil's e be alk thus thrieed thy wife,” 
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Seeſt ibo bat thar afl the Jews bear Wirnels againſt 
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nd wbikerh by the Devil's 


BEN called Pilate dur Lord 'o him, and ſal: * * 


+, and thou pivelt no maunér of aner. Our Lord 54 
bid Plat, every man hath power to ſpeale witle | 


ons. iouth et bod or evil; and fo ſhalt ybu fer. 
Fa i a git we Tee? 4 "the Jt us. We know well that 
2 


Willen iy fornication, aud for by wr 
F970 


Be 2 3 2 ae 5 
le we will ſwear, ;Caſar, if he be not is we ſay, we 


But we ſay all (ſaid the other) that he was born ſo, andis 


—— 


s Te GOSPEL, 


Herod ſlay all the ebildren in Bethlebam, and in the eoun. 
125 round about, that wete within two years of age; and Jo. 
e ph and Mary went into gt fer fear of Herod , and when 
Berod:was dead, they came ayain into the city of Nazerer 
Now when Pilate heard this, be ſaid unto the Jeus, Is this 
the fame Jeſus then whom Herod ſought to flay ? And they 
anſwer, d, It was he Pilate then was much more perplexed 
than before, but mme diately twelve Jews drew themſelves 
togcther, and {aid io Pilate, Sir, we know well that this man 
is not born of fornication; for we know well that. Joſeph 
- wedded his mother, and ſo he is not born in fornication. 
| . Pilate ſaid to Annas and Caiphes, it ſeemeih that your 
Words are not true, for Joſeph eſpouſed Mary, as they ſay 
that be of yourov.n felk. Then ſaid Annas and Caiphas, 
and other Jews, But he was born in fornication, and is an 
evil doer, and his diſciples are foreigners and proſelytes: 
Upon which ſpke Pilate, and aſked them what a proſelyie 
was? And they anſwered, they were heathens children, and 
ſo were his diſciples :: and for that, ſay we, be is born in 
fornication. | Hearing this, the twelve following men an- 
ſwered viz Lazarus, Aſtorius, Antonius, Jacob, Serlus, 
Gamaliel, Iſaac, Cives, Aꝛarium, Agrippa, Amenus, and 
Judas. We (ay we are not proſelytes, but we are Jew: 
ehildcen, and what we ſaj is verity, that we were preſent 
When Joſeph eſpouſed Mary. Pilate then called theſe twelve 
men, and conjured, them by the height of Ceſar, if that he 
Vas not bora in fornication, to bear witneſs, and ſwear be 
fore all the people : So theſe twelve men anſwerd, We, by 
,Qur law, oupht not te ſwear, for it is a fin; but nevertbe- 


wil de culpable of death; We know well that he was not 


INE. „ * 4 9 19 24 4 7 1 e = - 0 
born in fornicarion, and their ſayings are no! to be believed, 


an eril-worker, and be ſaith that he is God's Son, and there- bb 
fore a kiog; And yet thou wilt, not believe us that have the In 

'hawito keep. „ ener ih Ham feta 22 3 

5304: go ee ers Q MM YA ard © at KI Kai * > * def 
10 Pilaeragn.commpded that all ſhnuld go our of the par: ; 
bur: ſave iheſe twelve men who ſaid our Lord was not born ſſl. 
in fornication :; and alſo ordered, iat he ſhou!d be led ont A 
 nitothe one fide of the.parloyr ; which. dong, late laid to 

2 © Wine _— . Ee nn — 

-the twelve men, for haf cgüſe is it that they, will bring 
Jeſus to death? Who aofwered, Thar the maſters of rhe 
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Jo. w had him in hate, becauſe he healed maladies and fick- 


vhen Fe upon. the ſabbath day. Pilate ſaid, Now ! plain ly ſees. 
rech Nit rn for his good works tney would ſlay him; fo went 
ut of the parlour full of heavineſs, and faid to the Jews, 


this . 3 

they bave witneſs that I n find in this man no point of death: 
xe D tbe Jews anſwered, If he had never been an evil- 
Ives Deer, we had got delivered him unto, thee.. Pilate then 
man id, There ſhall be no man fliin but by me; lo entered 


to the p rlour again, and called Jeſus vato him, and ſaid 
rt thou t ze King of the Jews? Who anſwered, ſayelt thou 


out Pat of thy ſelf, or have others ſaid that to thee of me? 
1% e aid, Thou Tnowelt well that 1. am no Jeu, but of 
has, Near owa nation, che biſhops and princes have delivered 
+ an Nee unto me, bu! I cannot tell what evil tbon haſt done 
tes? Nen; if thou be the king of the Jews tell me? Our Lord 
tyre wered him, My Kingdom is not of this world; for if 
and Y Kingdom were of this world, my Minifters, would ſtrive 
a in eat 1 ſhould not be delivered over by the Jews unto. thee, 
an: Nat know my kingdom is not from hence. Pilaze anſwered 
lus, Nſee well thou art king then. Jeſus anſwered, Thou ſayeſt 
and bt I am a king; for this purpoſe was I born, and there- 
„ Note came I into the work), that I may. bea? witneſs unto 
rent Ide tratb: Every one tha: is of the truth heareth my voice, 
* Nm Xviii, What is truth, Jaid Hilate, by th word? There 
t he but little truth in the world. Jeſus antwered, Codera ; 
90 e on earth of them that dwell 
| rein. „ oY” 1 N : : 8 5 „ FO 
I ' And thus faid Pilate to the Jes, I take to witneſs both 
"ih * ang ee pag} Moon, tha 1 cinnoc; find any 
nar Neneſe of death in this man. All the Jews hep anſwered, 
0 Ce debe at. when be te e. ae. 
dig em ple, and raiſe it again in three d- Bi an ue» 


What temple is that wnich he ſpeaketh of? And the Jews 


the anſwered, That it was the Temple of Sol don. which wi 
| in building 47 years; and that Jeſus faid, wat be would 


52. deſtroy. it. and raife it again in three days 
Jam, ſaid. Pilate, wirbout guilt of ſpilling 


xhis man's 


vorn an neee | 4 J B ie iim F 
blond, and «ba: ye ſhall well ſee, what will ye do With bine. 

OY And the Fews, who wete full of envy, cried With bee 

ting wice, T he ſhedding of his, blood. upon us and our 1 


"the de- Grucify kim? Crucify him: . 
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Haus Pilate ropk Counſe! of the moſt ancient Men of the Lau. I. 


: fuch 45 Bilhops, &c. 55 


THEN Pilate took of the moſt ancient men, ' Biſhops, 
84 other Maſters of the Law, and ſaid Sirs, do no- 
thing 22ainft this innocent man, for I think he is not wor: 
thy ro die: Is he not more worthy to be faved that healeth } 

maladies, than he that breaketh the Sabbath-day ? The Jeu, 
a ſwered, Ah! good Judge, :ake heed, if any man hath done t. 
a forfeit againſt Cæſar, is be not worthy to die? Palate fad 
vn:0 them, Yes: Much more, ſaid the Jews, is he worthy {Wc 
chat forfciteth' againſt God,” for he ſaid himſelf that he uu 
God's Son; for we conjured him to tell us, whether he waffe 
f fe or no; and he denteq it nar, but faid, We ſhou d lee the fe 
- Son of Man ficcing at the Rigbi Hand of the Godhead, aud 
coming out'of the clouds of Heaven, Matt. xxvi. th 
After Pilate's hearing this, he led ou: our Saviour Jeſus"! 
unto the other part of the Parlour, faying unto hin Man, n 
| know not what I may do with thee, Typen ſ1id our Lord?! 
1 Je ſus to Pilate, Moſes and the prophets here before preached {WC 
ot my Paſſion and my Reſurrection. Pilate htaitng this, d 
pronounced all that our Lord ſaid to the Fews; aud anon 
the Jews ſaid to Pilare, What wouidſt thou hear more of b. 
his falſe ſlanders? Pilate anſwered and ſaid, take him into Wb! 
your Sys agogue, and judge bim there according to your ſv! 
law. The Jews anſwered, Our Jaw cemmandeth, when any 
man fins or treſpaſſes agai»ſi, another man, he. ſhall with; 
draw bimſe f forty two days from the Temple; and he that ID 
fiuacth ttb againſt God by ſlaoder, our laworders G 

tha he mould be ffened to death; and foraſmuth as Jeſus 
faith, that be ſhall ſit ja Heaven, upon the Right Side of U 
the Divine Majeſty ; that he hal] come from heaven in the t 
clouds; for this flander be oughit to be c:ucitied, -Pilain MD 

| ' ſaid, It is not good tha: ye do this. „ 

After which, Pilate lookiag about ſaw many men ard 
yY - womar weep ſore, and held their countenances upon him, I 
_ Priare ſpoke then to the Biſhops of the Law, I ſee plainly Ib. 
-thac many of the peaple / would not have this man die, WP 
'- Then ſaid the mafters &f the Law, Good Judge, we 6nd 
that be mult die, and and for fearof worſe death he may ws 
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of NICODEMUS. 
live. What is the cauſe that he ſhould die? ſai! Pilate, 


Upon , which the Jews replied, Becauſe that he ſaid that hg 
is God's Son, and therefore a King. << | N 


CA PF, Iv. | 
How Nicodemus ſpoke to Pilate. for Jeſus, 


I Icodernus, who was a tuler of the Jews, ſpoke then te 
Pilate, and thus he ſaid: Thave often times ſpok-9 
to the Maſters of the Law, and to all the Jews, and told 
them, tha: ungodly and unjuſt they act amiſs azainſt ſeſue, 
for many glorious ſigns and tokens he has wrought among 
us, that never any of eur fefefathers wronght ; and there- 
fore 1 counfel you let him go, and do him no more harm ; 
for if the tokeas and miracles be of God, that he hath 
wrought, they will endleſs|y endure after his days: and if 
they be not of God, but by enchantment, or by ſome charm, 
they ſhall not endure : For Mo/es that was of God, ſhewed 
many figns in Egypt before King Pharoah, there were 
alive then James and Jambres who were Jugglers that de- 
ceived the people; they fhewed the ſame (igns that Moſes 
did, but the \Egyprians believed the token to be of Go3J, 
and theirs, which . were nor ſo, periſhed with them that 
beheld tnem; and therefor? I ſay, let this man go and do 
bim no more harm: For | ſay, he may be a prophet ſent untb 
us, as Moſes ſaid to our forcftath=rs, that our Lord God 
ſhould chooſe and ſend a prophet of eur own nation. and 
that we ſhou'd hear and beheve in bim as God himſelf, 
Deut. Xxyiti. Acts iii. and vii. and peradven: ure this may be 
the ſame man that Hd pake of 5 05 
If this jeſus be the ſame man ſent of God, he is come to 
the Salvation of al! mankind, ſo they believe on him 
truly, and onto the condemnation of them that believe 
bot aright; as God faid unto Moſes, If any man refuſe mat 
prophet, and will not hear what he ſhal ſay in my name, 
be ſhall be put out of my people, Deut xviii. all this have 
Iſaid unto the Princes zf the Lau. And wien the Jews 
heard what N:codemnus faid before Pilate, they ſaid, We 
Plainly ſee that thou art a diſciple ef Jeſus, and tber“ fore 
thou ſpeakelt for him. Then faid Nicodemus o the Jus, 
Ah then! is not Plate a diſcipie of Jeſus, that hath ſpoken 


9; for him : Is not he the High Juſtice under Ce/ar 2 Whew 


the Jews heard this, they ſaid to Nicodemas, Yea take tlio 
the truth of Jeſus, and mayeſt thou have thy dwelligg place 
wich him: Aud then lift-d up Nicodemus his hands tt 
Heaven, and fſa'd, God grai.t that I may be a part of the 
£ruth of - Jefus, an a dwelling-p!ace may have 0 
God grant that it may be ſo as you have ſaid. 4 


SHA 8 

How certain Jews ſhe ved to Pilate the Miracles that Chril 
3 7 bad doae for ſome of them, © | 
PE Garted forth a Few before Pilate, and laid, My 
1 Lord Pilate, I lay fick in my bed thirty-eight years, 


and every day for the moſt part in peril of deatb, and ſo i 
befel that Jeſus came by me, and had pity op me, and bid 


me take up my bed and. go into my houſe, and anon] 


with his words I was made whole, John v. = 

Preſently aſter came another Few to Pilate, and f2id 
My Lord, I was pur-bliad, and as Jeſus paſſed before me, 
I faid io him. Jeſus, thou ſon of David, have mercy on me; 
and he put his hand upon mine eyes, and then I faw, 
Like xvii. Another Few eame then to Pilate, who ſaid 
Sir, 1 was meazed, and a leper, and my Lord Jeſus made 
me whole with his word, Matt. viii. After him came an 
ed woman to Plate, and ſaid, My Cord Pilate, 1 was 


Siſeaſed of the Red Flux three years and upwards, and [ 


did but touch the hem of his garment, and I was made 
whole of my diſcaſe, Matt. ix therefore, My Lord Pilate, 


have mercy on him, and put him no: to death 
Now when Pilate heard this he feared; and ſtraight a 


great company of Jews, whom our Lord had healed, cried 


all with one voice, A great Saviour of the people is the 
Lord Jeſus. Puare heating this, ſaid unto Capha, and 
Annas, and other Maſters of the Law, I marveH why your 
Forefathere, Princes, and Biſhops of the Law, did not 
heal men of tbeir infirmities as this man doth; and they 
. anſwered not a word thereco, And the men that Je ſus 
had hepl:g, cried all with one voice, Our bleſſed Lord je- 
| ſus hath wrought many divine miracles, for he hath raiſed 
Laxarus from death to life, who had laid dead four days in 
dhe earth, and our Lord, by the vir:ye of his words, 
Failed bim out of his grape, and brought him alive unto 
t a 5 3 a a . 25 us, 


* 


f him; 
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us, and his ſiſters, and made bim eat at the table, John xi. 


When Pilate heard his, he was much abaſhed for fear and 


cried witha lou? voice to the Jews, and fait, men, what is 


| this that you wou'd dv ? | ſee that without guilt ye will 


ſhed the b'god of him that hach wrought notbiag awiſs. 

Then Pilatg roſe up and took Nicodemus to him, and 
thoſe twelve men, which ſa:d that our Lord was not born 
by fornication, and thus he ſaid to them; Sirs, I have 
great aſſiſtance in you, tell me what I ſhail do wich bim? 
And they ſaid, Sir, we cannot tel}; bat we ſhall never af- 
ſent to the will of the Maſters of the Law, and the other 
Jews. Pilaze then faid, Ye know well, that it is a Cuſtom 
among uy to deliver a priſoner to the people, for the ho- 
nour of the Sabbath; that high day of Sacrifice; and you 
know well that I have in my priſon, a notable priſoners. 


ga Man-fl yer, who is worthy of death, wroſe name is 


Barabbas, will ye that I deliver bim, or elſe Jeſus, who is 
without guilt, and not worthy to die? Matt. xxvii. Mark 
xv. John xxiii and xvii. The Princes and the Biſhops, 
and the old Men, ſaid with one veice, We will that you 
dehiver to us BArabbas. pPilate laid, What will ye that I 
go with ſelus, that is called Chriſt? Then ſaid de Jews, 
with an high voice, Let him be crucified. And ſame ſaid, 
If thou let him go thus thou art Bor Cæſar's Friend, ſince 
that he ſpcakerh Blaſphemy, in ſaying, that be is God's 
Son, and thercfare a King; Ane Dar ſaith that he is 
a King, {peakerb againft Cæſar. Pilate hearing this, was 
wonderohs heavy, and ſaid to the Jews, Every day fem 
the Beginning» you have been contrary 10 him that Fave 
done well for you; and o him you have done much harm, 
by much tormenting: Upon which the Jews ſaid, what is 
he that hath done ſo much good for ws? And Flare an- 
ſwered, Our God who hath holpen you, and delivered you 
out of the hands of the Egytians, and drewned your ene- 
mies ia the depth of the Red Sea; who led you through 


the waters of the ſea as upon „ land, E xod. xiv. xvi. 
rt he rained upon yu 


xxii. xx xxxii. and alſo in the de 
Manns, and made water flow from the hard rock, of 
which you drank. and all your beaſts; and he gave you 
iſo the Ten Commaadmeſits of the Law, and in all the ſe 
Commandmenis tie has charged you with, ye have been 


contrary to your God, as when you made a Calf to him, 


them 
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_ then would he have diſinherited you, and deſtroyed yoy, 

| had not Moſes been, who prayed for you, and the peril 
you wete in; and now you ſay ts me that I hate my king, 
and am not his Friend, if I deliver not this man, Jeſus, 


who hath cure many of your people of their infirm ies, 


and who is your King that never did evil. When the Jews 


heard this, they were ful} of Anger, and Melancholy, and 


thus they cried altogether, Our King is Cæſar, Emperor of 
Rome, for we know well that Jeſusis no King, tho' Kings 


. did ſeek for him in Bethleham, Mart, ii. and ſaid, they 


fought the King of the Jews, and offered to him Gifts; but 
yet he is never the more King; we know alſo, that wh 


len 


Herad heard ſay they ſought the King of the Jews, he would 
have flain him; and did ſlay Theuſands of Children in 


 Bethitham, and all the Country about, for bis Sake, as Ur, 


we told you before, | : 


When Pilate heard this, he commanded them to be ſtill, 
and fail un o them Ah! and is chis he whom Herod ſought 
to flay? And the Jews anſwered, This is he: Anon Pilare 


commanded water to be brosght unte hin, and before 
them all he waſhed his hands, ſaying. I am gailtleſs of this 
righteous Man's Blood, but the Bloed ef him be upon y ou 


and all your Children, Matt. xxvii. But they ſpoke with 
Joud voices, and required that ke might be crucified, and 
they prevailed, Luke, xxiii, For when Pilate ſaw that it 


availed not to ſpeak, but that there would be more tu- 
muſt, he gave ſentence, and fo fulfilled their requeſt, le:- 


ting Jooſe unto them, bim who was laid in priſon for 
Man- laughter and Inſurrection; but gave Jeſus over to 


them, to do with him what they pleated.” © 


How Pilate commanded the Jews that no Villains ſhould put 


Jeſas to his Paſſion, but Knights. 


HEN Pilate commanded a great number of Knights 
T ſhou'd be brought before him into the parlour; and 
Pilate pronounced ſentence upon our Lord Jcſus Cheiſt; 
and thus he ſaid unto him, Your owa peeple hath diſap- 
proved of all that ever I have ſpoken for thee; and there. 


face do I command, that no man lay hands on him unleſs 


be be a Knight, or of gentle blood; for it is not 


fitting 
that 


hat a King ſhould be lain by Villains; and therefore I 
ommand that firſt he be ſcourged te the pleaſure of the 


1 chief Princes, and then lift him up on the croſs, and with 
King, im two thieves, which have been evil-doers, whoſe Names 


and let no Nobles touch them, | Jefus was then led. out of 
hat Pas Jour, and the two Thieves with him, and carried 
ino another, wherein there was a Pillar of white Marble, 
and there they diſpoiled our Lord of his Cloaths, and bound 
him ſtak ed unto the Pillar, and there they beat bim, and 
ſcourged Hm with Rods and W hips, inſomuch that there 
was no skin left whole upon him, Matt. xxvii. Mark xv. 
John xix, And this was a an Sighe, to behold that bleſ- 
ſed Body ftanding naked before all the people, ſcorning” 
and ſaying thus to our Lord, while they wereſcourging 
him: Do gladly our King, for this is our firſt beginning; 
and then the Maſters of the Law ſaid unto the Knights, 
Put on our King a ſoft Garment, and let us crown him; 
ſo they put upon him a Cloth of Silk, which, through the 
Abundance of his pre ious blood, clung ſo to him, that at 
the. pulliog it oft, it was an hundred fold more pain to 
bim than his ſcourging 3 and when they had pulled off his 


Fr Near ment, they pur o bim a Red Mantle of Sk; and alter 
nd that they ſet a Garland of Thorns upon his head, which 
- 1 pie reed into his Brain; at laſt they led him to the Crofs, 


and there they crucified him between the two Thieves, 


le.. Dm, on the Right Side, and Ge/ mas on the Left; and 
fo, Iiben they put to his Mouth a Spunge full of Hyſop and 
Gaul, that he might drink thereof, And thus that blefied 
ER Saviour of the world ſuffered all that ever they would: do 
Our Lord then looked up to the Father,” and ſaid, @ ' 
put Father forgive them, for they know not what they do, 


Luke, ii. John xix. And then the Knights caſt Lots upon his 
Velture, to know who ſhou'd haye it; and the Princes of 
zhts the Law, with Biſhops, and many others, ciied out unto 
and Neſus our Lord, ſayiog, Thou haſt healed many others, 
iſt ; Ward canſt thou not heal thyſelf? if thou be God's Son come 
[ap- Ndown from the Croſs, and we will believe in thee Matt. 
re. Axvii. Mark xv. Lake xxiii. And whenthe Knights in De- 
leſs niſion ſaid, If thou be the King of the Jews, deliver now 
ing Wtyiclf, Pilate writ a Bill whereon were thete words, 
"1 Ao JESUS 


ue Diſmas and Ge/ mas: and let them be ſlain by Villains, 


and this was writin Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, and they 


witgeſs of che p3flien of Jeſus Ghrift, After tis, our, 


bands I commend my ſpirit, and he bowed bis head, and | 


ſmote their breaſts with their hands, and returaed 


R a nd; id 
JESUS N AZARE NU'S REX JUDEORUM; that 
is to ſay, Je fus of Nazareth, King of rhe Jews, John xix. 
put it above his head upon the Ciofs. Theo Geſwas, the 
thisf, that Hung en the lett ſide of our Lord, ſaid to 
Jefus, If thou be God deliver en hea us, Luke, xxiii. 
but Gi/pas, who hung en the right fide of our Lord Je- 
ſa-, biame<d bim for his words, and thus he ſaid unto him, 
It ſee melt by thy words that thou dreadeſt not God, nor 
bellexeft in him, and therefore art endleſsly damned; for 
wel! thou'knowelt we deſerve to ſuffer death, but he hath 
dodę nothing, forfeited, or miſdone, and is undeſ-rvedly 
broapht hither. When Di/mas had ſaid theſe words, he 
looked on Jeſus,” and ſaid, Lord, be mindful of me when 
thou comelt into thy kingdom. Jeſus anfwered bim, and 
ſaid, This day ſhalt than be with me in Paradiſe, Luke xxiii, 
and it was about tue fixth hour, and there was darkneſs 
over all the earth till the nioth hour, and the ſun loſt his 
light, and the veil of the temple was rent down to the 
ground in wo parts; ſome lay that an angel did it with 
a trace of fire, and this angel ſaid, (many hearing) I am 


— — 


Lord tied with a loud voice, and ſaid,” Father, into thy Ml, 


jielded up his foul to his faber. 
Then tue Jews commanded that a Knight ſhould be 
brought forth, whoſe name was Longinus, and ordered 
him to thurſt a ſpear in the ſide of Jeſus. Now  Longi- 
nus was blind, which occaſioned the Prinees of the Law to 
makethim do it; and as ſoon as he had, there came out of 
his fide þeth bloed aud water, Jobn xix. and the blood Wh 
ran down by the ſphere's ſhaft unte Longinus's hand, who 
by adventure wiped bis eyes with it, and preſently be did 

ſee; and 'when Centwio, who was prince over the Jews, | 
ſaw-the tokens that were be fallen, he glorified God, and Wnt 
faid, of a truth this man was righteous, and God's Son | 
indeed, and that it is well ſeen by the tokens that are be- 
fallen, Luke xxiii. And ſo all the, people tbat were there, 
when they ſaw the works of the power of the Lord, they 


ERA 


xix. n Centurio told Pilate of tht Wonders that were dont at 
bey IM © Chrilt's Paſſion, and of the fize Cloth, or Syndonia, 

che Wa ND Cenrurio told Pilate all, that had befallen, which 
d to WA when Pilete hearing, made him wonderous heavy 
iii. W? ſorcowful, and did not eat or drink that day. Pilate: | 
Je- Wen called the Jews, and thus he ſaid ynto them, Marvel 
um, ¶ got at the tokens that are here befallen at the paſſion 
nor 


Jeſus, the Sun loſt. his light, and alſo the day; and thei 


for s only ſaid, Sir, it was the eclipſe of it, as we under ffaud 
"th I viſe men before us Pilate then anſwered, How camel 
d chat the veil of the Temple was ſmitten aſunder, and 
ne Whny graves opened, and dead men roſe up to life, Luke 
ben ei. Mare. xxvii. Mark xv. Hath the eclipſe ef the ſun 
and Woe all this? All theſe. wonders, they ſay, are befallen in 


rio; and them that were with kim, who kept Jeſus: Open 


bis Which they were brought forth who were witneſſes there - 
bas WF, 2nd ſaid, Of a truth, we ſaw at the death of Jeſus the 
I 


arth groan and ſhake, as water doth when it is moved 


am hd we ſaw many bodies that aroſe from death to. life 8 
5 aby theſe tokens we believe that Jeſus was God's Son. 
t 7 | 5 « „ - 4 « 


Wood when the e and holy women, that had fol» 
ed our Lord from Gal 
ey withdrew tbemſclycs. 


: 


be ur bleſſed Saviour being now crucified, there was one 
red oſeph of Arimathea, who intended to buy a fine cloth tai 
ngi- fold our Lord. Jeſus in; and it happe ned that a knight 
v to f Capernaum, whoſe name was Livy, married a young 
t of Nedy, by whom he had a daughter named Syndonia, her 
ood Whey put to learning, and in proceſs of time 'ſhe hecame 
who ih moſt curious worker of cloths of gold, and cloths of 
dil lk. After a while it pleaſed God that Livy died: and then 
ws, Wis wife, for the great love wberewith ſue loved bim, fell 
and Moto a great ſickneſs, even into a cold palſey, which was 
Son o extreme, that ſhe could not move hand or foot; by 


neans whereof, ſhe fell into ſo great poverty, that ſhe had 
not to live upon, but the work of her daughter's hands; 
and ſo it befel, that near upon the ſame. time our Lord 


ter Syndonia, theuknowelt well bat our great Sabbath ig 
/ aggr. ear, 


— 
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from Galilee, heard what had happened, 


ſeſos ſuftered, this lady ſaid to het daughter, My daugb- 
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near, when we mult eat our -paſchal lamb, and at thi 
time is the great market at Itruſalem; therefore, cool 
daughter, go and array thyſelf, and take ſome of thy wolf. 
that thou baſt wrought, and buy there ſuch things as ar 
needful for thee and me at this holy Time. Her daught, 
Syndonia anſwered, Dear mother, your will ſhall be done; 
but you mult underſtand that 1 have wrought the mol 
curious cloth that was ever made, for it fell ſo gracioul 
in my work, that it is more curious than tny art, Th 
faid the lady unto ber, Let me ſee it, which immediate 
Syndonia. did! and The no ſooher Taw it, but faid, Bleſſ 
be the Lord, who hath made thee to work ſo well, ani 
daughter, upon my bleſſing, ſell it io no man, unleſs h 
tell ther what he Will do wich it. e e 
And then this maid: Syhdonia waltied balmed, and a 
rayed herſelf, and went to the market, and in the mark; 
ſtood Joſeph of Atimathea, with many people, ſpeaking if 
dur Lord's Death; and perad venture this matd Syndoniifff 
dame before him, and he'cipying the cloth that was hang 
ing upon her arm. asked ber, if The would fell that cloth 
and The ſaid, Ves: Then Joſeph asked fer the price, ani 
mne ſaid, Thirty Beazants: And Syndonia fell down at li 
feet, praying him that he would tell her What he wou 
do with it; and then he anſwered, Dzughter, this day i 
dead an boly prophet, whom men call jeſos of Nazareth 
and that holy prophet I purpofe to rolf and bury in thi 
Jlöth; therefore tell me who made this- cloth that 1 bay 
bought of thee; and tbe virgin ſaid, That ſhe herſelf mad 
it; and Joſeph askedher ber name, and ſbe ſaid, Syndonii; 
and. Joſeph ſaid, After you will 'Lname it; ſo he called «bl 
cloth Syndonia. Then' this maid went home to ber mo; 
ther, and told her how fhe bad ſpeed, for her mother asket 
er in What manner it was to be ufed; and Sy ndonia toll 
ber, that the holy prophet, who was at that time dead. 
would be wrapped therein. Who is to bury him? ſaid tht; 
Rady : And Syndonia faid, Joſeph of Arimarbea: And when 
ſhe heard this, ſhe ſaid, Would my Lord and that prophet 
Thad given that cloth to his burying ; and anon with th; 
word, ſhe was wholler-than'ever the was before; and by 
and bye the lady and her daughter fell down to thę ground, 
on their knees, and tharked our Lord God for his ęlo- 
rious nracle; and afterivards the Lord ſicwed them much 
3 TY avoul/ 


—— 
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our, that the mother was married to a worthy duke, 
nd ber daughter was 2 great lady in Rome, and they 
ved ever in the fear a J ſervice of the Lord. N 
W Now Joſeph having bought the cloth, and being Lord 


conc eo, and righteous, and was not aſſenting tg the accuſa- 
© mon of the Jews, be waiting for the kingdom of God) 
came boldly unto Pilate, and asked him the body of Je- 
u, and Pilate granted him it Mark xv. Luke xxiii. After 
Ble. hich Joſeph and Nicodemus took down, the body of Jeſus 

ene om off the croſs, and wrapped him in the, Syadonia, and 
vried him in a new monument of Joſeph's, wherein ne- 
er mad was buried before, And then the Jews ſought to 
re ſlain Joſeph, and the twelve men who had ſpoken for 
gr Lord before Pilate ; and alſo they would have ſlain 


Wheir infirmities, becauſe they had declared befere Pilate 
l che good works which he had done in every place. 
%%% 2 -. a 9.0 


at h Nicedemus and foſeph. 5 
Jayh AEN Nicedemus ſhewed himſelf to the Jews, being 


their prince and guide ; and ſoon after there gather- 
Ja great multitude of Jews together in the temp e before 


As icedemus, who ſaid unto them, How may this be that ye 
made entered into this holy temple, who have your bands 
nw loody by the death of that holy man Jeſus, that righteous 


um whom ye have unjuſtly crucified s Then anſwereg 
lnnas, Caiphas, Simon, Datan, Gamaliel. Judas, Livy, 
aphalim, and others, How art thou fo beld to came 


_ ionglt us, who ipoke for him? Thou ought to have ſuch 
1640 artin this world as Le had. Nicodemus aid, Ames, the 
Je of Jeſus be with me in: his world, and in wat other 
/heo bent end: And the Jews anſwered and ſajd, Amen. 
e Nicoderpus was thus-ſp*aking, came Jofopi of Arima» 
4 tha bea among them; and /aid thus tothe Jews, Why be you 


iſpleaſed with me, and angry, becauſe? asked Pilate the 
ody of Jeſus? I'd have you knew, that I bave buried 
mio my new monument, and infolded bim ina curious 
lot, calleg Syadonia; and I jzy to you that ye have 

VV | wroughy, 
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Ind ruler over all.Pilate's men, (he was alſo a perſect 


icodemus, and all thoſe whom our Lord had healed af 


j p the Jews gathered together, and conſpired againſt 


* urn 
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wrought ſinfully, in that ye have unjuſtly crucified Jeſu 
Without deſerving, and alſo maliciouſly you pierced bi; 
fide with a ſpear, When the Jews heard all this, they 
then apprehended Joleph, and commanded him te be ket 
- cloſe, and thus they ſaid to Joſeph, We know well tha 
thou art not worthy to have @ burying place among uz, 
for we will give thy fleſh and carcaſs to be devoured by 
dogs, wild beaſts, andfowls' Joſeph then ſaid unto them, 
Je are like to proud Goliah ; but as the prophet ſays, To 
me belong vengeance, and I will repay it, ſaith God, 
Deut. xxxii. And when Pilate waſhed his bands, and ſaid, 
I am not guilty of this man's blood ſhedding, Matt. xxvi 
Fe anſwered and ſaid, The blood of bim be upon us, aud 
upon our children, v. 25. Know chat ſo it will, trom thi 
time forward ſhall the wrath of God come upon you and you 
children, as ye yourſelves have ſaid. And when the Jew 
heard this, they were veiy wroth, and put Joſeph into 
dark priſon, and ſhyt the door ſtrongly, and put thecety 
Keepers. Then a and Caiphas, and other biſhops of 
| the Jaw, propoſed to aſſemble themſelyes alter the ſabbath. 
gay for toflay Joſeph ; and when they were aflembled they 
ſent to the priſon and opened the door, but they founi 
not Joſeph therein, wherefore they were {ore abaſhed. - 
1 „ oo XX 


Hou one of the Knights that kept the Sepulc hre of the Tong 
cane and told the Maſters of the Law, that our Lord wi 
gone into Galilee, ©: „ | 7 


Wow they were in great aſtoniſhment, and preſent} 
| N they entered into the ſynagogue, and amongſt then 
the came one of the knights that kept the ſepulchre, 
aud old them heavily, that Jeſus was not in the moni 
ment; and the maſters of the law a:ked him where they 
had put kim? And the knight auſwered them, and ſaid, 
Mare, xxviii. Mark xvi, As we kept the grave, the earth 
ſhook, and men we faw verily that an angel deſcended 
from heaven, and rolled the ſtone from the monument 
and ſet bimſelf tyzereupon, and bis (ace was, as white a 
fnow, and for the great fear we had, we lay as we were 
dead. And the angei (aid unto the woman that came 10 
the [epulchre, Feat Rok f be diſmayed, for I know - 
1 „„ 8 i et ED N 1 
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ſoſeph is of Arimathea. 
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Of NIGODEMUS. - ar 


at ye ſeck Jeſus who was crucified ; but T would have 
bu know that he is riſen, and is not here; and ye ſhall 
tim-in Galilee; as he ſaid to you before, Mark xvi, 
ab xxiv. Now when the princes. of the law heard this, 
ey ſaid to theknights, Is Jeſus ben alive? Wecannet 
lieve this that you ſay. Upon which ſaid the knights, 
eſus hath done many miracles which ye have heard and 
en, and believed not; how ſhould you then believe this? 
at your demand is good, when you ask if Jeſus be alive. 
The Jews then ſaid to the knights, We ſhall fend to you 
oſeph, if you will render Jeſus to us, for we know that 
Then ſaid the knigh's, And we 
now that Jeſus is in Galilee, raiſed from deaih td life, and 
bete you mult ſee him. Now when the Jews beard this, 
hey had great dread, and they ſaid among themſelves, 


If men hear the werds of theſe knights, they will oclieve 
in jeſus, Then they aſſ-mbled themielves together, and 
gave money to the knighrs, and thus they ſaid to them, 
Go yeand ſay to the people, as ye lay and ſlept, his Diſ- 
ciples came privily by night, and ſtole the body of Jeſus, 


and if Pilate hears thereof, he will excuſe you. So the 
kofghis took the money, god proclaimed as they were 


commanded, fpreading the untruth abroad to every one. 


rer. * 


How three Men came from Galilee to Jeruſalem; and ſaid 


that they had ſeen Jeſus alive. 


THEN came three men, whoſe names were Phineas, 
Abbas, and Livy, from Galilee to Jeruſalem ; and thug 
they ſaid to the princes, and to all them that were in the 
ſynagogue, Sirs, we have heard and ſeen Jeſus whom ye 
crucified, fit and ſpeak to his diſciples upon the Mount 
Tabor. and there he preached to them, and ſaid, Go and 
preach my name and my goſpel throughout all the world. 
and baptize them in tbe name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; and whotoever will believe 
and be baptized, ſhall be ſaved; and he that believeth not 
ſhall be condemned. And When the princes heard that, 
they ſaid to theſe three men, Give praiſe and worſhip to 
the Lord Jeſus, and let it be known, if-.his be true, what 
Je hape head and ſeen; then theſe men ſaid altogether, 
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with a loud voice, by that Lord, that is God of Abrahaafiif” 


Iſaac, aad Jacab, ve ſaw Jeſus ſicting and preaching toh 
diſciples; and if we conceal this that we have heard ay 


. Jeen, we ſhould do great ſin. And preſently the princelff 


laid to them, We conjure you by the law of our Lot 
that you keep this in ſecret which ye have ſaidto us of | 


ſus; and ſo they gave to theſe three men money, and ſerif 
alſo three knights with them, to carry them into their o 


country, and no longer abide in Je ſalem. 
Then there came a great multitude of the commonaliy 


theſe wbich bave befallen in ;ſrael ? Bur Annas and Caiphai, 


comforted them, and ſaid, We ought not to believe the 


- knights that kept the ſepulchre wherein Jeſus was laid 


they told us, that they had ſeen an angel lift up the ſtone 
from the monument, and peradventure his diſciples bat 
laid the ſame to the knights; and we know alſo that they 
gaye to the knights a great deat of money te ſay that hi 
diſciples ſtole his body away: Upon which Nicodemus the 
ruler of the Jews ſtoed up, and ſaid unto them, Ye have 


heard what theſe three men have ſaid and ſworn upon the 


law, that «hey faw Jeſus fit and ſpeak unto his diſciples 


upon the mount of Tabor, and alſo afterwards upon the 


monnt of Olves, whence he aſcended into heaven; and 
we know well that the ſcripture telleth us, that Elias was; 
he anſwered, He was taken up into heaven; and then they 
| ſappoſed weil that he was taken up by the Holy Gholt, 
who left him ſomewhere on the mountains of 1/rael; and 
therefare they ſaid, Let us procure ſome men to go and 
ſeek him; ſo they went and ſought three days and three 
Nights, but they could net find Elias: And therefore | 
counſel you to ſend ſome to ſeek on the mountains of 
1425 tor peradventure the Holy Ghoſt hath taken away 
ſeſus, and happily he may be found. Let us then do pe- 
nance for the treſspaſs we have done. 
Noe the counſei of Nicodemus was pleaſing to all the 
Jews; and thereupon they ſeat forth men to ſeek the Lord, 
but they could not find him in any place: And when the 
men returned, they ſaid to the Jews, we have ſought Je- 
ſus on every hill of Ifrael, and in every dale, and in every 


* 


place, but we cannot ſiad him any where; * 
e | IT „„ found 
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nd Jofeph in the city of Arimarhea ; and when the princes 


aha : j this they were wonderous joyful and merty, and they 
105 tie God that . ehh was found, og © 
d a And ſo the Jeu, and maſters of the law affembled toge- 
rinc 


er, and deviſed amongſt themſelves bow they might 


Lord ak to Joleph, and therefore trey Writ letters to this 
of Je upofe : Peace with thee, and with them alſo that be 
d fey ah thee; we very WelFknow that we have offended a- 
ont God, and againſt thee; and therefore, Fatber Jo- 


„, rome to us ſince we acknowledge our fin and treſ- 


nalin that) we have done againſt thee; and we marvel much 

WU} faby deliverance, and raking away from us; we do con- 

zipha that we confpired evil againſt thee, but God delivered 

e the e from us; bit peace be with thee, Father Jofeph, the 

*. % 7 

* r r Xt... wont 

they be by : lews C ſe eight Men that were Joſeph's Friends, 

t his aer 2 to como to tem. 

s the PTER his they 'chooſe eight men, that were friends 
have 10 Jolcph, and ſaid, when ye come to Joſeph ſalme 4 
1 the im in Peace, and do him greetings on our behalf, and 'K 
= Aller bim this letter: So theſe men went forth to the 1 


of Arimathea, and when they came before Joſeph, they 


and ute d im, and delivered to him the the letter ; upon which 

Wai e ſaid, Bleffed be my Lord God, who hath covered me 

— with his wings, and bleſled alſo muſt he be that bath ſaved 
olt, e eke 


me from all miſchiefs. Joſe ph then led theſe men into his 
vatace, and the next day he took his horſe,” and rode with 
dem into Jeruſalem ; and when the Jews and maſters of 
be law *heard- of his coming, they went with reverence 
towards him, and when they went they ſaid unto bim, Peace: 
be with'thy coming, Father Joſeph ; aud It anſwered, The 
peace of the Lord'be to all his true people. 
PO if '$0. the maſters of the law, with all the people, wel- 
the Nedmed Joſeph, and Nicodemus led ole ph into his houſe 
then the next day after, Annas, Caiphas, and Nicodemus, 
the led Jofeph into the the temple, and they ſaid unto him, 
. 5 Father Joſeph, tell us before God in his rewple, all that we 
35 Bhall-afic you; © Father Joſeph, you know that you buried 


ave e body of Jeſus; alſo tkät ge pur peu up in cloſe En 
und <4 55 


\ | ; 
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ſon, and when we ſent for you, you was not there, there; 
ore we deſire you to tell us what befel you there. Ang 
Joſeph ſaid unto them, When you had ſhut me in priſon, 
upon tze Sabbath-day, as I was is orifons and. prayers, MW" 
the place I was in was illuminated with an exceeding prez 
light, as ic ſeemed from the four parts of the air; and ſo 
I lifted up my head, and ſaw the Lord ſtanding cloſe by 
me, fhining with great brightneſs, ſo that for fear 1 tell 
down to the ground; then Jeſus took me by the hand; 
and lifred me up from the ground, and waſhed my face, M** 
/and kiſſed me, ſaying, Brother Jeſeph, thou art clean by et 
the water of thy faith, for thy ſins Are releaſed and fol- 
given; and therefore, my friend, have not dread, but i” 
| bebold me, and know who Tam; and ſo 1 did, and ſaid, . 
My Maſter Elias: And he anſwered. again and faid, I an 
not klias but I am Jeſus, Chriſt, whom thou buried ho- 
noutably Then ſaid F to him, Lord, ſhew me thy mo-. 
nument, where I buried thee ; and then Jefus took. me by 
the band, and .led-me' to the monument, and there he 
ſhewed me the precious Syndonia wherein I bound him, {#* 
and then, I fell down and worſhiped bim, and faid, Blel- Ne 
ſed be thou, my Lord; thou art come hither to viſit me, 
_ and of thy favour haſt delivered me: Then he took me 

| by the hand, and led me into the city of Arimatha, i 
and then he led me into my own palace, and ſaid unto , 
me, Brother Joſeph, Peace be with thee, and fee that thou in 
go not out of thy. palace for tbeſe forty days, for the Jew: / 
will do many injuries io divers of thy friends, and now A 
1 will go to my diſciples.” and ſpeak to them of the (al- or 
vation of the world; and when he had ſpeken thols 
words, he vaniſhed away from me. And whenthe Princes War 
of the Law, and other of the Fews heard this which Joſeph te 
had ſaid, they were greatly abaſhed, and with great fear the; 
fell down to the earth, and .cryed; ſaying, What tokens il y 
are theſe that are fallen in Iſra:1? For the knights that ſl g 
| kept the ſepulchte bear witneſs, that they ſaw an angel Ng 
come down from heaven, and that Jeſus was riſen from IU 
death to life, and that he was ſeen in Galilee; and we ff 
Know well that Jeſus was a man, and his father and mo- f 
ther weknowalſo; then ſaid a Few named Levius, I knew I 1 
alſo the begianing of Jeſus, for I have been much with Fl , 
kim : for upon a time as 1 was in the temple, in my 
_ | ET oo ę 5 offering 
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Carius and Levicius. 0 


AND then Joſeph told the princes other great miracles 


1 viz, There roſe up many dead bodies out of their 
graves; and Iko well that ſome of them have been in 
ſetuſalem, whom the miſbelievers Have not ſeen; and we 


. 


are ſure that St · Simeon received Jcſus in his arms ip the 


temple, who was a right holy man. 


This Simeon bad two ſons, whoſe names were Garius 
aud Levicios, at whoſe death and burials we were preſeat. 


Go now and ſearch their graves, but ſare | am they are 


dot there to be found ; but they are in the city of Arima- 


thea at prayers, and ſpeak to no man, bur keep them- 
ſelves ſtill and quite, as atho' hey were indeed dead; and 
therefore let us go to them with reverence, and bring 
them to the temple, and when we have conjmed' them, 
perhaps they will ell us ſomewhat of the re{urceRipn of 


Jeſus, and how he aroſe from death to life. Then all 
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diſtant from Jeruſalem, and there they found them alive, 


' ſha: the doors upon them, they took their table of law 


Iſa ah, with an high voice, began to ſay, This is the light 


fat in darkneſs ſaw no light, even to them that dwelt in 
and the light appeared there, as it had bees a ſtar ſhining 
Tight that ſhone upon us, there came to us our Father Si. 


Fa:o0nh, and thus he ſaid to os with great joy, Glorify our | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, whom 1! received ' a child 
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' + the Jews and Maſters of the Law went to the gra ves of theta 


two brethren, but they found them not; and ſoon after 
they went to thecity of Arimathea, which was forty mil 


Then they kiſſed them, and led them to Jeruſalem, win 
great wo ſhip into the ſynagogue, and when they ha 


and conjured them by the {Jaws of Iſrael, and by thei 
God Adonia, (it that they lived) whether the Lord Jeſu 
the God of Iſrael, did raiſe them, When Garius ant 
Levicius heard this they looked up together unto heaven; 
and they made ſigns of be Hoiy: Croſs on them, and they 


| ſpoke and laid, Give ps parchment and Ink, chat we mayſÞ"% 


write the things we ba've beard and ſeen; ſo they gat 
them both ick ard parchment, and when «key were {et 
iney wrote both on this wife, _* | 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. who is the reſurrection of th: 
dead, and Saviour of them tha: believe in thee, ſuffer v 
to ſne foi th the ſecrets of thy Divine Majeſty, which thou 
didſt ia hell by y rtue of th holy cro!s, for we are con- 
jured by thee to ſpeak of thee. And thou commandeſt uy 
by thy ſervant Michael the Archangel, that we ſho-uld-ellf 
the ſecrets of thy Divine Majeſty, which thou diòſt in hell 
before thy holy refurreftion, | . TY 

As we were wth our forefathers in the great depths fi 
daikneſs, there appeared a great brightneſs, as if it hal 
been 2 beam of light from the ſun, that caſt a glorius 
li;hr upon us, and ſtraigbtway Adam our forefather, with 
the patria:chs and prophets roſe up, and ſaid, this is the 
light. of him tha: belights us endleſs light; and anan 


of the Father, the Son of God, as | propheſied when I was 
ive; it eated us the fiſt time in the land of Zebulan and 
Nepthalem, at the laſt by tte way cf the ſea over Jordan 
t Galilee cf the Gentiles was aggravated, the people that 


th- regions of the ſhadow of death there ſprang a light; 


»1:ns upon us; and as we were in joy and ;;lacneſs of this 


in 


— — 


. 
. > EEE — —⁰r¾1¾T———— 


of the 


IN aſte 
y mil 


I, with 


y ha 


f law 
y theit 
d Jeſy 
US an! 
eaVen; 
J they 
e my 
gave 
re ſet, 


of the 
Fer u 
thou 
CON 
eſt vs 


Idrellff 


1 hell 


hs ol 
t had 
Orius 
with 
s the 
1000 
light 
Was 
and 
dan 


the temple, and took him in my arms, ſaying, Lrod 
qw letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, arccrding to thy 
rd; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſ[arvati-n, whom theu haſt: 
var before the ſace of all people. When all the multi- 


ude of ſaints that were in hell heard this, they were won- 
erous joyful anc merry. Afterwards there came to us 
nother man, wo looked like a hermit, and our Father 


dam asked him what he was; and he anſwered and ſaid, 


2m the Voice of a Crier inabe wilder heſs, make ready 


be paths of the Lord, for I went before he face of our 
ord to make 1eady bis ways, and to give knowledge of 


vation to bis people, for the remiſſion of their fins; 
nd when I ſaw him come to me, | was filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and bus 1 faid, Behold i'.c Lamb of God! 
3-hold him who taketh away the fins of the world: And 
aim that 1 baptized in the river of Jordan, and upon him 
ſlaw the Holy Goolt come down in ine lit eneſs of a dove; 
nd then I heard a voice that came from heaven, ſaying, 
Thou art my beloved ſon, in whem 1 am well pleajed, And 
ow I come before him to you, to ſhew you that the Son 
ff God is come from on high to viſit us, aod to give light 
o them that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, 
pad to guide on feet in the way of peace. | 
When that Adam cur forefather was baptized, he ſpake 
nto Seth his Son, tel my chlidren, patiiarchs and pro- 


phets, what.the angel ſaith to thee, when I ſent thee o the 


pates of Paradiſe, that thou ſhould piay our Lord God, 


tha: ke would ſend to me by his angel of the fruit of 


ife, and a'ſo the oil of mercy; cur Lord ſent. Michael 


bis a:changel, who aid thus unta me, | am ſent by our 
Lord to hee, being ordained over mankicd; I tell thee, 
Seth. thou man of God, weep not, neither pray farther for 


the oil of mercy.to ztoint Adam thy father, for in ne 


wiſe canſt thou have ary, therefere unil the latter days, 


wien five thouſand one hundred ninety and nine years be 


fulfilled, then ſhall the moſiloving Son of God, Jeſus Chriſt, 


come into the world,” and ſhall raiſe up the body of Adam, 
thy father, and many bodies of Saints; and the ſame Chrilt 
mall be baptized in the flood of Jordan, and then ſhall he 
aroint Mich the oil of mercy, as many as believe in him; 
and this oil of mercy ſhall be given from generation to 
zeneratiov, of them that ſhall be baptized of water, _ 
| | | | "7 the 


ef NIGODEMUS.. 2 


— 


* =_ 


_ . — 2 — — X 
— - Ive. - — - 
8. by - * we "> = = - * 
— 2 — — Dü—ͤ F — — — . — 


4 
: Ws. A 5 
r 

* K 4 


* Wer FS 
— Wo Low 
2 n 


Nn 


- — hand 
Ay eas ow + _ 


— — 


— — . — erence 


2s | 1 The G 0 8 P E L. 


the Holy Ghoſt unto lite everlaſting; then ſhall Chriſt, te ut 
Son of the liviny God, go down into hell, and lead thy fa. 
thers into Paradiſe, to the tree of meicy. ent 
When the patriarchs and prophets heard this, that Seth hat 
ſaid, they made great joy and gladneſs; and whilſt they 
made this great joy, Satan, the prince of hell, and author 
of death, ſaid to the maſter of Tormentary, m ke the 
ready to receive Jeſus Chriſt, who glorified hiintelf to bt 
the Son of God, but yet he is a man that feateth death; 
for oe ſaith, My Soul is heavy unto death: And he hat don; 
many eyils againſt me, for whom 1 had made blind, crooked, 
lame. and lepers, them he hath made wbole by his word: 
and alſo tbe dead that I brought to thee hath he raiſed Me! 
life. Tnen the prince of Tormentary anſwered What 
he that is ſo mignty by his word? and thou ſayeſt, that hb: 
is a man that fearett, death; all that ever was mighty onal 
earth thou baſt brought into thy bonds, and if he be tha! 
mighty, as thou ſayeſt, theo is he ſurely ſo mighty in diu. 
nity that we cannot withſtand him; and though he ſaid that 
he feared death, yet I tell thee he will overcome thee a: 
at allrimes: Satan then replied to the Tormentary, Why 
feareſt thou to receive mine adverſary and thine? I hav: 
fer the Jews againſt him, and I have made. ready the rod: 
wherewith be {hall be ſcourged, and prepared the ct0) 
Whercon he ſhall be crucified, with nails to faſten hn 
thereto; and 1 have mingled a drink of ezel and gaul whit 
he ſhall drink, and anon he ſhall be dead, and I will bring 
him to thee, And the prince of Tormentary ſaid, Is not 
this he, who by his might took from me thole which wer: 
dead? I fear much that this is he that teok away L,azs 
Ius from me, and raiſed him that had been dead three days, 
- whom I held bound. ia my priſon: Satan anſwered, It i 
the ſame Jeſus. Now when the Tormentary heard this, he 
ſaid to Satan, J conjure thee by thy power and mine, that 
thou bring him not co me; for when I heard his command, 
I trembled for fear, and all the friends with me, ſo that we 
could not detain Lazarus, but he flew from us, as an eagle, 
out of the bounds .we had him in ; and the earth wherein 
he lay opened. and yielded him up quick: How thinkelt 
thou to hold bim thattook his ſervant from us, maugte us 
all by virtue of his word ? So, without doubt, if you bring 
him hither, who is ſo mighty to ſave all mankind, he will 
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t, the ut us hence, and all thoſe reſtrained by fin inour prifon 
y ka. e will deliver. and carry into ever ftirg fe And pre- 

ealy was heard the voice of the Hcl» Ghoft. as if it pad 
h hallen thunder, ſaying, Ye princes uncleſe your gates, and 
they Wit up the everlaſtivy doors, that the King, of Glory may 
uthor Nome in; and when tte prince of fell Heard this voce, he 
ther id to Satan, Go herce from us, it thou bs minded :o ſght, 
to beo ght with him. that is King of Glory; and hell threw 
eath;{Watan from him, and ſaid to his ſerjeanis, Shu! cloſe your 


done 
oxed, 
20rd: 
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hat i 
at he 


ates with iron bars, and figt ſtrongly, and withſtar tm 
aiiantly, that the King of Bliſs come not herein, ard that 
ur ſtrong hold be not taken from us, and we put io end- 
deſs miſery: The ſaints hear:vg this, ſa:d with loud voce 
to the devi's, and te the prince of Yormenrary, © wretches! | 
undo y Our gates, and le: the King of Glory come in. Then 


y oed David the prophet, Propheſied | not when [ was: living 
 thar Won earth, This is the day which our Lord hath made, let us 
 divi- Nee joyful ang glad therein; and atter im ſaid Iſaiah to all 
d tha ite ſaints, Said 1 not when I was living, tha: the dead 
ce u ſhouid live again; awake therefore, and ſing praiſes, ye that 
Why remain in the cut. * „ 

bare Theo ſpake Daniel, ſaying, Did I not tell you thar many 
e rods of chem that fleep in the ,duſt of the earth, ſhou'!d aware to 


croßſ life gain? And anon Hoſea ſzid, Spoke not the Holy Ghoſt 
him by me to death and hell, ſaving, O Death: 1 will be thy 
| tha fl death; O Hell! I will be thy ſling : Where is now your 
bring bride ? O Death and Hell, where is n:w your victory? When 
s noi tbe ſaints heard theſe words, they ſaid to the prince of bell, 
Were Open your gates, O wretches for ye are bound and can- 
ard. not help yourſelves; then came the voice a lecond time, 
days, ſaying, Open your Gates, O ye princes, and ye everlaſting 
It is doors be ye opened, ard the King of Glory will come in, 
s, he When hell heard the voice a ſecond time, he anſwered 
that MW thus: Whois the King of Glory? Then anſwered David, 
and, ano faid, I know ve l that voice o be of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ur we for I propheſied it before: and now I ſay to thee heil our 
age, Lord is ſtrong and mighty, yea, the Lord of Powers; and 
erein WW the King of Glory, who iooked down from heaven to 
2keit WM earth, to hear the lamentation of the Priſovers and to 
re us looſe out the children of the vanquiſhed; the efore thou 
ring unclkad fink, undo thy cates. that he King of Bliſs may 
will come in, and as David had ſaid this to heil, there came 
3 upon 
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| mined all the darkneſs of hell, with the reſplendent bright, 
' taints made him way to paſs; and when che holy pre. 


« ſpeak; but with glad and ſoft hearts they ſaid, O Lott 


they bad then grear dread; and ten princes of hell roſe 


were deſtrained bete among us, for their fin, and hall 
called tem back to their firſt franchiſs: What art thou that 


Belzebub, liar againit the angels of God, why bal 
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upon them that glorions King, in form ef man, who ill 


neis of bis ſhining face, and all the gates and the cloive, 
of iron vars and boits burſt at his coming, and all hy 


phets {aw our bleſſed 1.074 coming With angels, they wer 
abaſted through their grea” joy, ſo that they durſt no 


God, thou art come to us, King of Glery, to deliver u 
out of the bonds of thoſe falfe and unjuſt felons, ant 
bi: fled be thy name, for we fee thy glorious face, and we 
ſhaii be made whole. Then came our Lord Jeſus and but 
all the bonds aſunder wherewith we were bound, and com. 
manded that we, ſhould be delivered our of the anguiſhe; 
for that time forward, even for ever; and when the pcinc; 
of bell, and all his fi ends, ſaw the exceeding brigh:neſs, 


up from their ſeats, with horrible · roarirg and crying, and 
ſaid with great lamentation. O Jeſus! How are we over. 
come by thee? What art thou that breakeſt all our power! 
What art thou chat was ſo meck and Jowly on earth, and 
now is a p:incel'y. companion, in fotm of a man that wa 
dead, but now liveſt?. And now all creatures do tremble 
and quake by thy croſs and death, all the four elemens 
mne ed wonders, and now thou haſt deliverd all them tha: 


givelt light to the blind,” by the brightneſs of he Godhead! 
And then ali that weie in hell cried with one voice, Ab! 
What ar: thou that ar: ſo mighty a man, and clear in ma- 
jeſty, ſhining without blame, and clear from earthly (io? 
What ar! thou that entereſt into our regions v ithout dread, 
and feareſt no point of tormenting, but takelt from us all 
tha: were” reſtrained by our bonds: Reradventure thou 21t 
that Jeſus of whom our great prince {aid to Satan, would 
gain to himſelf all the power, of the world by kis death on 
the crbſs > . Nh 

Our Lord then took Satan and bound him, 'and delivers 
ed him unto hell, the prince of Tormentaty; who ſeeing 
Satan, ſaid, Ah! thou art Prince of perdition, three-kg 


— * 
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o illyWone this deed ? What a deſpoiling haſt thou got us? What 
righ;MWarm didſt thou unto us, when thou cauſeſt the King of 
olvenWlory to be crucified ? Ah thou fa'fe Sa an! art thou igno- 
all hfſſent of what thou haſt done, for this Jefus has lighten: d all 
pro- Ne darkneſs of death with the clearnets of his divinity, 
Ken ad bath now broken all the gates of our deep priſons, 
t no ad looſed all that were within, :nd they that were in our 
LoriMWFormenrary ſcorn us, and by their praxers we ſha!) here- 

ſter be overcome, who never*bithe: o duſt peak one word 


2 e 8 | 
* gain ſt us: now are rbey filled full of marvellous joy, bj 
„ ue praifing of their Lord! Ah! prince of all wickedueſs, 
bug nd fatber of felonies, why batt thou done this? Now all 


oſe that were in defpair from the beginning unto this 


ihe me, are in heath and endieſs „fe, and we ſhall never 
„inc dheat this grunching, groaning, and w-epivg : Ah! Satan, 

. the .riches thou baſt got by thine app e in Paradiſe, thou 
"neſs, got Dy PP 


iſt oow loft by the 'tree of the croſs; and al thy joy is 


: _ eriſhed, fer:ſmuch as thou baſt crucified him that was a- 
over. Nainſt thee, and know thou well that thou ſhalt ſuſſer tor- 
wer! Pents endleſs in this horrible priſon. Ab! falte Saran, 


thor of death, and facher of pride, thou ſhouldeſt firit 
are enquired into. his cauſe, it he had been worthy of 
eath, and if thou hadſt found no cauſe of death in him, 
ben thou ſhou'd(? !eft him alive; but thou found no fault 
r cauſe to crucify him; a: d becaſue thou wert fo hard to 
rucify lim, thou art the cavfe tnat he has entered 1nvo our 
egion, and knoweſt thou what thou heſt done ? Thou haſt 
ver made us all forlorn, and we wre:ched ſhall dwell alone 
n Tormentary everlafting : As bel} ſpoke this, came the 
ing of Bliſs, and thus be ſaid ro. Hell and Satan: Saran, 
rince of. Hell, thy portion fha.l be eternal y to dwell here in- 
lead of Adam ad his children, and all my righteous people. 
nd then our bl:{ſed Lord held forth his right hand, and 

ad, Come to me my holy ones, and all that have my image 
nd-mylikeneſs, who were condemned to death by the fruit 
the apple ; and now 1t ſhall well appear rhat the devil is 
amned by the tree cf the croſs, And preſently all the ſaints 
ſſembled themſelves together under our band, and then 
ur Lord took Adam by the righc hand, and ſaid thus to 
im: My peace be 11h thee, and all my rich:eous children, 
my elect ſaints, Then eur forefather Adam fell 
8 ix knees before our bleſſed Lord, weepiog for joy, . 
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giveſt the ſin of the remnant of thine inheritance, After tim 


praiſe, Hallelujah. And then all the prophets pronouncing fp 


was tranſlated vitherto ; ard he that is with me here is Elia 


| „ 
thus he ſaid; Lord, I magnify thee, for thou haſt talen me, an 
hal: not jujfered my enemies to triumtꝰ over me; my Lord 
God, I have cried uniothbee, and thou halt heard me. Lord 


' thou baſt brought my joul from hell, thas haſt ſaved me tron 


them that went down from tbe lake : Sing unto the Lerd, ye tha 


e his ſaints, and give praiſe for a remembrance ef his holineſ,, 


Theo all the Saint's fell down at our Lord's feer, and 
with one voice laid, Thou art come to us, Redeemer of thi 


Worid. bieſſed be thy name, as thou haſt ſhewed to us thy 


holy taws. and thy holy prophets, thou halt now redeemed u 

by thy ho.y croſs, and thou art come down to ns by thy . 
cred virtus to deliver us jtom death, and from the horrit| 
pains of hell. And then our bleſſed Lord lifted up his hans, hf 
and made the ſign of the holy cloſs upen Adam, and up. 
on his ſaints; then he cook Adam by the right hand, and. 
aſcended out of hell into the air, and all the ſaints followed 
him. Then King David ſaid with a loud voice, Sg 


to our Lord God a new ſong,« for he hath done mar vellou Wa 


things, Then after David, ſaid Micheus, Whar God is tha Ws 
who is like thee, O Lord, who takeſt away iniquity, and ſir. 4 


ſaid Habutkuk, Thou art come forth to the Salvation of thy 
humble people. And then after him ſaid all the ſaints, 0 
Lerd God. our Saviour, bleſſed be thou that comeſt in the nam 
of the Lor d, for thou art both joy and bliſs unto thy ſaint, 
Hallelujah; praiſe our Lord all ye his [aists, and they that 
fear God. both ſmall and great, for our Lord God Almight) 

all .reizn over us; let us rejoice and be glad, ind give hin 


all the p:op"ecies which they bad ſpoken were pleaſing to oh 
ou Lord God Then the Lord took Adam our fore fathet gi 
by ine hand and all the ſaints with big, and them he de- 
livered to Michael his archangel, and he led them ibi: 
P ir adiſe, where is endleſs joy and happineſs; and when they 
were entered into Paradife, there came towards him two 
men of great age, and the ſaints asked them what they 
were, and ow it came to paſs that they were there bodi), 
and had not been with ther in hell? Then one of them 
anſwered andfaid. l am Enoch, who by the word of Gol 


the Fhisbite, who was brougnt here in « burning chariot, 


and ſuffered not death; but we are kept to the coming of 
| | | Antichtil 


— 


e, a16n:ichriſt, to fight with him with words and tokens of our 
| LoriWord God, and of him we ſhall be flain in tbe city of je- 
Lori hpgalem; and three days and an half after we ſhall riſe 
e tron om death to life, and be taken up into the skies: And 


ye that ; Enoch told this unto the ſaints, there came to him 2 


lnzeſs, aa bearing about him the ſign of the croſs, and when 
', and] the ſaints ſaw him, they (aid unto. bim, who mayeſt thou 
of the that haſt upon thee the likenefs of a thief, and yet-bear- 
5 it the P ga of the croſs? Then this man anſwered unto 
ned em, and faid, Ye. fay truly, I was indeed a thief; man 


by ja irled deeds did 1 on earth, and therefore the Jews cruci- 


0r7151: hed me with our Lord Jeſus, and when I ſaw the movings 
hano, Wtthe elements at his paſſion, I believed that he was the 
d up. Waviour of the world, Maker of all Creatures, and Almigh- 
„ andy King: Then prayed Ito him, Lord, have me in mind 
lowedhen chou comeſt into thy ktngdom, Luke xxiii. And 


Sin aon the Lord heard my prayer, and ſaid unto me, This 


ello Way Halt thou be with me in Paradiſe. Then he took the 
5 that Fign of the holy croſs, and ſaid unto me, Bear this ſigm 
dr. ith thee, and go into Paradiſe, and if the angel, which is 
r him he keeper of Paradiſe, will not fuffer thee to enter, ſhew 
f thy Fim the ſign of the croſs, and ſay to him, Jeſus Chriſt, 
ts, Offlnlio is now eruciſi ed, ent me unto thee. And when I had 
nam Maid this to the angel, immediately he opend the gates, and 
ant Wed me into Paradiſe, and ſet me on the right ſide, ſaying 
that bus unto me, Suffer and hold thee kere yet a little while, 
ig Mor Adam, Father of all mankind, with all his children, 
e hin he friends of God, ſhall come hither by virtue of Chriſt's 
ncing paſſion, And when the holy ſaints, patriarchs, and pro- 
ng to FWhets, had heard theſe words of this thief, they ſaid all 
ather with one voice, Bleſſed be our Lord God Almighty, Fa- 
- d:-ther of endleſs Mercy, that hath given ſuch grace to ſinners- 
inio and hath brought us to the joys of paradiſe, into the pal, 


| they tures of delight, and endleſs joy. Amen. | 
1:10 Thele are the holy ſecrets of diviuity that we have ſeen, 
they l Gatius and my brother Livicius, but our Lord God will 
>d11y, 


ſuffer. us no longer to tell and ſhew the ſecrets of his divi- 
chemWaity ; for St Michael, the archangel, (aid unto us, Go unto 
f Godin the city of Jeruſalem, and be there in prayers, and glo- 
Elias rify there the holy reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ariot, I with your brethren that roſe with,bim, ſpeak to no perſon, 
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og of but be as dumb, until the time that our Lord ſhall ſuffer 
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you to ſhew the ſecrets of his divinity ; and allo the he 
© archangel commanded us to go over the flood of ord: 
to a place Where there are many that are riſen with! 
in witneſs of the reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Ci 
and there we ſha'l be baptized, each of us receiving whi 
Noles, and we have a grant of our Lord to be in Jeri 
lem, and hold the pask with our friends; and thus Stk 
chas] commanded us that we ſhould be 'n priſons in; 
city of Arimathea, and that we ſhouid ſhew to you the 
holy ſecrets, and therefore give praiſes to our Lord Gy 
and acknowledge your default, and do repentance that| 
may have mercy upon us, Now tbe peace of our Lo 
Jeſus Chriit, who is the ſaviour of the world, be wi 
us all. Amen. „ A 
And when this ſcripture was thus written, Garius : 
Leyicivs roſe up, and Garius deliver-d tHe. bill that 
bad writen into the hand of Annas, Capfas, and Gam; 
liel; and Levicius gave up that which he had written in 
the bands of Nicodemus and Joſeph of Arimathea, and 100 
vaniſhed out of ſight, and were ſeen no more: Both 1 
bills were all 48 pne hand, and as though one man! h. 
writ them: And there was not in the one a letter mot 
ff. . 


1 
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Hew Nicodemus and Joſeph told Pilate all that the/e tn 
men had ſaid, and how Pilate treated with ihe Prix 


of ihe Law, 
A when the Jews and Maſters of the Law read thel 
X bills, and underſtood them, they were all greauy 


Certainly Jeſus was Gods Son. and bleſſed muſt he b 
for ever, for all things bear witneſs thereof. Oh wid 
wonderful things are befallen in Ifrael! and ſoon ate 

they went out of the temple. And Nicodemus and Joftp 
of Arimathea, told all theſe matters unto Pilate ; the 


Pilate, ' writ down all that. had happened COncernin 
Jeſus, and what the Jews had ſaid of him; and 4! 
_ theſe wonders did Pilate put into his books. After thi 


. K's 
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the hen the Maſters of the Law, Princes and Biſhops; then 
TordzMWrilate commanded the gates and doors to be ſhur, and then 


with he laid unto them, Men and Brethren, 1 am given to 
Civ, rhat you bave among you a ſtiange ſtory of won» 
12 wii derful ſcripture, which. 7 have a deſire io ſee, and therefore 


I charge you that it be brought into my preſence: And 


 Jeruf 


s St Mwben it was brgught before bim, then ſaid he to them 
s in Wall, I conjure you by the virtue of our Lord, who is Fa- 
du theWiber and Maker of all things, that: ye conceal no counſel, 
rd Goll but declare the very truth; ye know by the ſcriptures here 
that ritten, bat Jeſus whom ye crucified ts verily God's 
r Lol Son, and (o it behoved bim to come into this world to 


>< vil ſare mankind, and therefore 1 charge you to tell me what 


time Chriſt ſhould come by your ſcripture. When Annas 


ius al and Caiphas were thus adjured, they charged and com- 
that if manded that all ſhould go out of the temple ſave Pilate 
Gaui and them two; and then ſaid they to Pilate, ing 
en iu thou haſt ſo adjured us, that we muſt needs ſhew thee the 
nd thy yeri:y of this matter which you. now enquire after. Sir, 
>th i unto the moment we had crucified Jeſus, we knew nor 
an! hi that he was God's Son; but we ſuppoſe that the mitacles 


r mol which be had wrought, was done by ſome, charm or ma- 
gic. Then aſſembled we into this place, and. there we 


did reheaiſe and examine all th. wonders that he bad 


wrought; and there were many ef pur lineage that ſaid, 
they had feen Jeſus after his paſſion, and heard him ſpeak 
-/e tu to bis diſciples, and they ſaw him aſcend into beaven; and 
vin we ſaw two men, whom Jeſus had raiſed from death to 
life; who told us many miracles which Jeſus bad done ar 
| bis death, and after, that we may underſtand by the 
! rhelf ſcriptures which we bold in our hands; But our cuſtom is 
yd reverence the hiftories which have been hithertofore 


eli} in our ſynagogues, and ſo we find by witneſs of God in 


he ball the firſt book, where it is written, that St Michael the 
wha archangel ſaid to Seth, the third ſon of Adam, “ O Seth, 
ate} thou Man of God, weep not, neither pray for the oil of 
oſep meccy to anoint thy Father Adam, or thegriefs of his body, 
the for thou canſt in no wiſe get any thereof until the latter 
rain} days, when five thouſand two hundred years, except one, 
d al are fulfilled; then ſhall come the moſy loving ſon of God, 
r ti Chriſt, ro raiſe vp the body of Adam, and many more 
nl from the dead; and that ſame Chriſt ſhall be baptized in 
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the flood of Jordan, and ſhall anoint all them th a be 
lie ve in him with the oil of merey, and that oil of mer 
Mall be from age to age to them that mal! be born agait 
of water and the Holy Ghoſt into everlaſting life; then in 
Chriſt, the Son of the Living God, come dowa and brin 
thy Father into Paradiſe to the tree of his mercy,” | 
All this St Michael ſpoke unto Seth, and yet we (aid An 
nas and Caiphas) do look for his comi*g; and we rea 
that the God. of Iſrael ſaid unto Moſes, and commands 
| him that he ſhould make an ark of ſhittim wood, whoſl 


length ſhould be two cubits and an half, anJ the heist 
one cubi: an half; and by theſe five Cubits we underſtane 
the Old Teſtament ; Aud when five thoufand and tw 
-chundred years, except one, are accompliſhed, then ſhit 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, come into the ark, that i 
the wom'b of the Virgin. Mary. And thus our. ſcrip:ure 
beareth witneſs of him, that he ſhall be the Son of 6 
and the King of che people of Iſrael; but after the 64:11 of 


of. Jeſus, we:and our princes marvelled at the wonder 
ous works that were done by him, and fo we looked in 
to our hiſtortes, and counted the whole lineage down (C 
Joſeph and the lineage of Mary Mother of Jeſus; and ws 
have found, that from the creation to the flood was ons 
thouſand fix hundred and ſixty- ſix years; fro the fl 09; 
to the calling of Abraham, three hundred and \ixty years; 
from the calling of Abraham to David, eight hundred and 
Kixty-lixyears, from the time of D vid to the Birth of Chrill 
nine hundred and ninety years; from Chrift's birth to hi 
death, thirty-four years: So. that from the firſt promiſe of 
Chriſt to Adam, as the ſeed of the woman, to his appear 
ing in human fleſh, was three thouſand nine hundred and 
fifty years, as appears by the genealogy of Sr Matthew and 
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